
English - INSET Day
Friday 14th February 2020



Reading 



Fortnightly Reading Focus Feedback
What is currently working well?

● More evidence of reading skills being taught across all 
year groups.

● Strong focus on developing inference, deduction and 
retrieval skills, as well as sequencing events.  

● Some high-quality extracts being used.
● Generally, there is consistency amongst classes.
● It is clear to see that focused Reading Skills are being 

taught in all year groups.



Evidence 
of 

Inference 
skills 
being 

taught in 
Year 1



Making 
predictions 
based upon 

covers - 
Selecting 
engaging 

texts.

Could they 
say why they 
have made 

these 
predictions?



Poetry 
focus - 

expressing 
personal 

responses



Taking 
quotes 

from the 
text

Justifying 
their 

responses.



Using 
pictures 

to 
develop 
skills.

Links to 
Theme 

learning.



Fortnightly Reading Focus - The Key Next 
Steps:

● There needs to be evidence in all Reading books 
EVERY week to show the reading skills that are being 
developed - at least 1 piece of work each week.
○ It needs to be clear that the same reading skill is 

being taught and consolidated over a 2 week period.
● A greater breadth of reading skills to be covered across 

the school.  Most year groups are focusing on the same 
reading skills over and over again (prediction, 
inference).   















Reading Progression Document



Fortnightly Reading Focus - Next Steps:
● Ensure that it is clear what the children’s responses are referring to in 

their Reading books (e.g. include the questions posed; train children to 
answer in full sentences that link clearly to the question).

● Children to refer to the text more explicitly in their responses (particularly 
in KS2).

● Where possible, make more links to Theme learning and key texts in these 
sessions.  

● Differentiation of tasks needs to be considered.  
● Where appropriate, include feed-forward questions to prompt the 

children’s thinking and/or develop their responses.
● Grammar work NOT to be completed in red Reading books.  This work 

should be evidenced in green Writing books.



Promoting A Passion 
for Reading at Manor 

Field



Reading for Pleasure
What is currently working well?

● High Quality texts used to launch and support Theme learning.
● Daily Class Reading - Box of Brilliant Books.
● Wide breadth of AR texts available.
● Books purchased for reluctant and dyslexic readers.
● Children recommending texts for us to buy.
● Most children to incentivised to complete AR quizzes and increase 

their ZPD levels.
● Class texts engaging the children.
● AR and Fortnightly Reading Focus resulting in children reading 

regularly.
● Engaging extracts used in Reading sessions.
● Cross-curricular links being made.



What can we do to 
promote reading for 

pleasure even further?



What can we do to promote reading for 
pleasure even further?

School Reading 

Newsletter each half 

term

Pupil Voice - Survey children’s 
opinions on reading: What 

would inspire them?



What can we do to promote reading for 
pleasure even further?

Children to make 
suggestions for new 

texts

Set up a ‘School Book Swap 
Library System’ - Old books are 
donated.  Families can choose 

books to ‘borrow’.

Partner Reading 
classes to be 

set up.

Children to 
create their 

Reading 
Journey

Top 10 Class Books

Children to 
record trailers 
/ reviews for 

books on iPad



What can we do to promote reading for 
pleasure even further?

Fortnightly Reading 
Focus: 

- Use a range of 
engaging extracts 
and texts in these 
sessions.
- Focus tasks around 
class reader or key 
text.

AR:
- Final AR session of the week 
children to recommend books 
that they have read.
- Select a Book of the Week.
- Children to select activities to 
complete based around their 
AR text, e.g. write a letter to one 
of the characters, create a 
character profile, write the next 
chapter. Give children fun tasks to complete during or 

after finishing reading class texts.

Children to suggest 
texts to explore in 

Talk for Writing 
sessions that link to 
the text type or story 

themes they are 
focusing on.

Book Hook - Introduce new Key Text or Class 
Reader by showing a box of clues.  Can they 

guess what the book will be about?



What can we do to promote reading for pleasure even further?
World Book Day - Thursday 5th March

All classes to trial 
‘Mystery Readers’ 

all week

Dressing up as a character 
from favourite book.

Photos of staff reading their favourite book.

‘Get Caught Reading’ 
Competition

Children to find out 
family members 

favourite books & 
report back.

Focus on Reading all day:
- You could select a key text to plan lots of exciting and 

creative activities around.
- You could focus the day’s activities on a specific author 

or genre.
- You could plan activities that expose children to a 

range of quality texts.
- Give children tasks to complete based upon texts that 

they choose.



Your Task:
● What can YOU do to promote a passion for reading 

amongst your children?
● What more can WE be doing to promote a positive 

reading culture throughout the school?
● Come up with some plans and ideas to start putting 

into place after the half term holiday.



Next Step - Your Challenge is:
● To set up an area in your classroom that promotes 

and encourages a love of reading.
● It needs to be an area where the children feel 

ownership for recommending texts, as well as 
sharing their thoughts towards books read.

● Useful key texts should be displayed:
○ That link to current learning
○ Will stimulate the children’s interest.  



Reading Area Challenge:
● To be completed by w/b 9th March.  Prizes?
● Money could be requested from the PTA to help fund 

any creative ideas that you might have.



Talk for Writing



Writing Successes

● Frequent opportunities for children to write extended 
pieces across the school.

● Cross-curricular writing taking place.
● Writing in T4W sessions links to Theme learning.  



Magpie Books
● Used actively within English lessons for children to:

○ Record vocabulary they like and/or think is effective.
○ Experiment with sentence patterns, grammatical 

features, etc.
○ Draft own ideas during shared writing.  



Magpie Books - Pie Corbett:
● Writers act like thieves. They are constantly raiding their lives for ideas. Stories arise from our 

experiences. A writer manipulates their experience - both real and imagined - in order to create. 
They take what they know and daydream into a new story. Young writers can be taught how to 
raid their reading to improve their writing.

● Magpie books should be used by young writers from about 7 or 8 yrs onwards. These little 
books are used during shared reading and writing as well as when children read independently. 
They are where we gather ideas and language. We never waste a good idea - if during shared 
writing a child gets an idea, then they need to be in the habit of jotting it down.



Magpie Books - Pie Corbett:
● The children also 'magpie' words and phrases from others so that the teacher is helping the 

children to generate a storm of language and ideas - and the children are jotting constantly.

● Intriguingly, in the above example, the child has added in the name of 
the person who came up with the idea plus the date. Over the year, 
the children should gather thousands of words/ideas and use their 
magpie books when writing, drawing on the store of possibilities. 
Here is a magpie book from another school where 10/11 year old 
children take notes during writing and reading sessions.



Magpie Books - Pie Corbett:
● I have never met a writer who did not use writing journals. In this way, we 

begin to work in the classroom as writers… Of course, the magpie book 
can also be used to plan/draft out ideas.

● Young writers need to be avid magpies, picking up bright gems from the 
reading, from their lives, from their inner world - and gradually lining their 
nests with possibilities. Good writers are cheeky, constantly on the 
lookout for a gem.



Short Burst Writing
Regular opportunities to apply and practise 
taught grammatical features and sentence 

patterns through a burst of writing.  
Needs to be happening frequently during 

Imitation Stage.







Poetry Units?

Spine Poems?



● Write a simile
● Write a metaphor
● Use alliteration
● Use personification
● Make something in 

the picture speak.
● Ask the image a 

question.
● Pretend something 

unexpected is about 
to appear.

● Change one item.
● Transform part of the 

painting.
● Hold a conversation 

with the image.









InkWaster
● Needs to be reinvigorated!

● Expectation from now on: 1 piece of work in 
InkWaster books each week.





Free Creative Writing Opportunities
● End of each half term.

● Allow children choice and independence.
● Apply skills learnt.

● Give a meaningful purpose.
● Link to an engaging stimulus.



Promoting A Passion 
for Writing at Manor 

Field



What can we do to 
promote writing for 

pleasure even further?



What can we do to promote writing for 
pleasure even further?

Publish - Have 
children’s writing 

everywhere!
Give it a purpose - 

Make it meaningful!

Engaging 
stimuli

Link to Theme / 
Key Texts.

Share a range of 
engaging texts.

Pupil Voice - Survey children’s 
opinions on reading: What 

would inspire them?

Give children more choice.



Your Task:
● What can YOU do to promote a passion for writing 

amongst your children?
● What more can WE be doing to promote a positive 

writing culture throughout the school?
● Come up with some plans and ideas to start putting 

into place after the half term holiday.



Writing 
Moderation



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cLUPgVDOW-Fpe1OuqpBNbWlLtqg
K-r-6_zuawDifaVw/edit?ts=5e43e279

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cLUPgVDOW-Fpe1OuqpBNbWlLtqgK-r-6_zuawDifaVw/edit?ts=5e43e279
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cLUPgVDOW-Fpe1OuqpBNbWlLtqgK-r-6_zuawDifaVw/edit?ts=5e43e279


Moderation Groups:
Group 1:
● Simone
● Claire
● Rose

Group 2:
● Debby
● Lesley
● Matt

Group 3:
● Norma
● Kelly
● Sean

Group 4:
● Zoe
● Charley
● John

Group 5:
● Jo
● Jennie
● Verity

Group 6:
● Hadleigh
● Giles
● Max



Let’s feedback some 
examples of good practice 

that are currently taking 
place.



Any points that we need to 
consider, as a school, 

moving forwards?

Next Steps:



English Medium 
Term Plans



https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Aw1
XbPYq_ZSvI-j5FQN4Ka6ac3NBz2PolJTIvC
sY3g/edit

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RmI4
fsHYfPJ9NMMany8TsueFmnRjDIQr

Need to complete English 
Medium Term Plan for Spring 2.
Review previous MTPs - Do they 

need updating?
Complete by Friday 28th 

February.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Aw1XbPYq_ZSvI-j5FQN4Ka6ac3NBz2PolJTIvCsY3g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Aw1XbPYq_ZSvI-j5FQN4Ka6ac3NBz2PolJTIvCsY3g/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16Aw1XbPYq_ZSvI-j5FQN4Ka6ac3NBz2PolJTIvCsY3g/edit
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RmI4fsHYfPJ9NMMany8TsueFmnRjDIQr
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RmI4fsHYfPJ9NMMany8TsueFmnRjDIQr


Writing Skills / Grammatical Features 
Progression Document

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VFWNY3s8zVEp9N
pjpdMv4siodK3r8R88


