
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How to practise reading skills at home 
 

 



Evidence suggests that there is a positive relationship between reading frequency, reading enjoyment and 

attainment1. Much of this success can be attributed to the support and encouragement that children are given from 

reading with parents and carers at home. Strong home school partnerships are highly beneficial to reading 

development throughout your child’s time at Manor Field Primary School. This document offers ideas and suggestions 

to help you and your child gain the most from your reading experiences and to develop necessary reading skills. 

When you are reading with your child, you can help them to improve their understanding by discussing what they 

have read. Ask them questions about the text, their ideas about what could happen next or whether they are enjoying 

the book. Encourage them to tell you what stories and information they know.  Discuss their opinions about how 

things might be different in stories or in the world. Let them see you, and join you in, reading; TV, magazines, letters, 

instructions, charts, signs … and remember your child will like to hear you read to them as much as they like reading 

to you! If your child is a reluctant reader this can be even more important. Don’t force them to read but read to them 

or make it a game or challenge, takes turns. Read a comic or anything else they choose. As long as they are reading 

and enjoying it, then it is a skill they will carry into the future. 

Over the following pages, there are questions prompts for 8 different Reading Foci. Use these with your child to help 

create comprehension questions about the texts your child is reading. It is important that children have the 

opportunity to think of their own comprehension questions and answer these as well as pose questions to adults. 

There are also examples of the types of questions that could be asked about a text and examples of answers. 

 

                                                           
1 Clark, C., and Douglas, J. (2011) Young People’s Reading and Writing An indepth study focusing on enjoyment, behaviour, attitudes and attainment National  

Literacy Trust 
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Can you use a range of strategies 

to actually read the text? 

Can you find information which is 

clearly stated in the text? 

Can you ‘read between the lines’ to work out information 

that might not be fully stated, but is hinted or suggested? 

Can you explain why the text has 

been set out in a certain way? 
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Can you identify the overall effect that the author 

has created or the message they want to give? 

Can you identify when and where in the world the 

text is set? 



How to do it… 
 

                         text example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Focus: Describe Retrieve Select  

Question: What was Matthew having for dinner? 

Answer: Matthew was having cottage pie and peas for dinner. 

 

 Reading Focus: Deduce Infer Interpret 

Question: How does Matthew feel about cottage pie and pies for dinner? 

Answer: He loves cottage pie and peas. We know this because he 'grinned from ear to ear' when                                            

his mum tells him that is what she is making for dinner. 
 

Reading Focus: Describe Retrieve Select  

Question: What does Matthew do when he finds out what he is having for dinner? 

Answer: Matthew ‘grinned from ear to ear’ when he found out what he was having for dinner. 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Focus: Deduce Infer Interpret 

Question: What do you think Matthew will do next? 

Answer: I think Matthew will go and watch TV instead of doing his spellings because he thinks                                        
practising spellings is boring. 
 

Reading Focus: Comment and explain on writers’ use of language 

Question: Find 2 words that show how the characters are feeling. Explain your choices. 

Answer: ‘Cheerily' lets us know mum is feeling happy. 'Whined' lets us know that Matthew isn't happy                                
and he doesn't want to do what he has been asked. 
 

Reading Focus: Comment and explain on writers’ use of language 

Question: ‘Matthew thought practising spellings was a bit like watching paint dry’. Why is this a good                                  
way to show how Matthew feels about his spellings? 
 
Answer: The author is comparing spelling practice to watching paint dry to show how boring Matthew                               
finds it. 
 

Reading Focus: Purpose Viewpoint Overall Effect 

Question: Do you think Matthew’s mum is a kind person? Use evidence from the text to support                                         
your answer. 
 

Answer: Yes, I think Matthew’s mum is a kind person because she is cooking a meal he really likes as                                      

he 'grins from ear to ear' when he finds out it's cottage pie for dinner. We also know she wants him to                                   

do well at school, which is why she asks him to 'learn your spellings for twenty minutes'. 
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